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THE AMERICAN ALPINE CLUB 

MOUNTAINEERING FELLOWSHIP FUND GRANT

Mountaineering Fellowship Fund Grants encourage young American climbers age 25 years and under to go into remote areas and seek out climbs more difficult than they might ordinarily be able to do. Unexplored mountain ranges, unclimbed peaks, and difficult new routes will be looked upon with favor, as will any project in keeping with the charter and purpose of The American Alpine Club. 

The grants are made available through the Boyd N. Everett, Jr. Memorial Fund, the John R. Hudson Memorial Fund, the Rick L. Mosher Memorial Fund, Recreational Equipment Inc. (REI Challenge Fund), and from annual contributions from the public. While grants are not large enough to entirely finance an individual, it is hoped they make it possible for a few young climbers to gain experience in mountain areas that would otherwise be out of their reach.

There are two series of grants per year. Spring application deadlines are April 1st and the Fall application deadline is November 1st.  Grant applications must be made electronically in MS Word or PDF format by the due date.  A valid scanned signature into the document in the appropriate section is required. If an electronic signature is not possible the application form must be mailed in with signature.
Grants are usually between $300 and $800 and recipients are notified eight to ten weeks after the application deadline.

SELECTION CRITERIA:

· Only U.S. citizens 25 years of age or younger may apply (applicant should be no older than 25 at the time of the application deadline.
· Grants are based on the proposed project’s excellence and evidence of appropriate mountaineering experience.
· Membership in The American Alpine Club is required. Those under age 29 qualify for Junior Membership at a reduced membership fee. 
· Members of a single expedition may apply individually (organized groups/expeditions are ineligible).
· Grants are not available for the purpose of climbing instruction.
RESPONSIBILITIES OF GRANT RECIPENT: 
· If for any reason the expedition is canceled or significantly changed, awarded funds must be returned to the AAC in full. Please contact the AAC office if your proposal changes.
·  When you know your final travel dates, please let the grants manager know.
· If, after a grant is awarded, additional funding is obtained and the grant funds are no longer needed, or if an expedition is “over funded,” the recipient is asked to return all surplus funds to the AAC.

· Within two months of returning, all grant recipients are required to submit to the AAC a written expedition report (including photos) for possible inclusion in AAC publications and/or posting on the AAC website. We understand travel dates can change, please alert the AAC when you return. (Failure to submit expedition report will result in applicant being ineligible for future AAC grants.)
· Any photos of the expedition team or individuals submitted with an expedition report may be reproduced in any manner the AAC desires for use on the AAC website or marketing materials. The AAC will have the right to use photos submitted with an expedition report on the AAC website or marketing materials.

Grant recipients agree to act as American Alpine Club Ambassadors. The role of an Ambassador means you mention your AAC support at slide shows and events when speaking about the expedition; you may be asked to give a presentation on the expedition at the AAC’s annual meeting or other events; and you express a commitment to the AAC’s mission.
THE AMERICAN ALPINE CLUB 

MOUNTAINEERING FELLOWSHIP FUND GRANT

APPLICATION
Submit application to:

Grants Manager

Attn: Mountain Fellowship Fund Grant
Email: grants@americanalpineclub.org

In order to process your application as quickly as possible:

· You must submit your application electronically in MS Word or PDF format. You must included a scanned signature inserted into the document where needed. You may also send a copy of this form by post.

· Please submit a photo of your proposed route.
· Submit to the AAC on or before the April 1st for Spring and November 1st for Fall deadline. No late applications will be accepted.

Name: (last, first, middle)​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________________________    Date of Birth: ______________

Address: ______________________City: _________________State: ____ Zip: __________

Primary Phone: __________________________ Email: _______________________________

Amount requested: __________________ Occupation: _______________________________

Dates of Trip _____________________

*Please alert Grants manager once travel dates are finalized.
___ Yes, I am a member of The American Alpine Club (membership is required). Go to the        AAC website to sign up for membership. Under age 29 is considered a Junior Membership and is a reduced membership fee.
___ Yes, I am a U.S. Citizen (applicant must be a U.S. citizen but other team members need not be.)
Climbing project for which financial aid is sought (climbing area, peak(s), specific known routes, etc.):
Explain in less than 100 words the proposed climb’s significance (unexplored region, first women’s ascent, etc.):

Names of other expedition members (please attach photo if available of all members):

Most important ascents (no more than five) within the last five years:

List names, email addresses and phone numbers of two people with whom you’ve climbed to serve as references:

1. Name: ___________________ Phone: ______________ Email:_______________________

2. Name: ___________________ Phone: ______________ Email:_______________________

By my signature, I agree that:
· All of the information presented in this application is accurate and true.

· Any awarded funds will be used for the purposes stated and that any changes in plans will be reported to the AAC.

· If for any reason the climbing objective is canceled or significantly changed, awarded funds must be returned to the AAC.

· I will be responsible for any taxes that may apply to the award received. 
· Neither I, nor any member of my team, have been convicted of any crime or been excluded, banned or disciplined from climbing in any area.

· In any presentation, lecture, slide show or articles about my trip, I will mention that I received an AAC grant and include an AAC logo in my presentation.

· I will submit an expedition report, with photos, within two months, of my return and I agree that this report may be published in any AAC publication as well as the AAC website. (Failure to submit expedition report will result in applicant being ineligible for future AAC grants.)
· Any photos of the expedition team or individuals submitted with an expedition report may be reproduced in any manner the AAC desires for use on the AAC website or marketing materials. The AAC will have the right to use photos submitted with an expedition report on the AAC website or marketing materials.

· I will be willing, if asked, to give a presentation of the expedition at the AAC annual meeting or other event.
· Grant recipients agree to be an American Alpine Club Ambassador. As an Ambassador, you will endorse the AAC at slide shows and events, and will have an expressed commitment to the AAC’s mission.
SIGNATURE: ______________________________________DATE:____________________

PRINT NAME: _____________________________________

We must have your signature. If you can’t provide an electronic signature, please mail a backup signed copy also to the AAC offices at: 710 10th Street, Golden, CO 80401 Attn: Grants Manager.

Before grant funds can be distributed to recipients, a signed and initialed “Agreement” between grant recipient and the AAC must be received along with recipient’s social security number (for tax purposes). This form will be sent to winning grant recipients with notification that they have been awarded a grant. An electronic signature or mailed in signature on this form will be required.
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